
A. ���ENGLISH ATTIRE AND PERSONAL 
APPOINTMENTS.  
Exhibitors and judges should bear in mind that, at all 
times, entries are being judged on ability rather than on 
personal attire. However, riders should wear coats of any 
tweed or melton for hunting, conservative wash jackets 
in season, traditional shades of conservative English 
colored breeches or hunt jodhpurs, high English boots or 
jodhpur boots. Dark blue, black or brown hunting cap 
or black or brown hunt derby is mandatory. Stock, tie or 
choker is required. Hair must be neat and contained, as 
in a net or braid. Judges must penalize contestants who 
do not conform. 

1. �Exception: Helmet with harness properly attached 
under the chin is required for all youth participating in 
any warm up/schooling area or class involving jumps, 
(English division classes only). 

2. �The APHA strongly encourages all exhibitors, 
regardless of age, to wear protective headgear 
passing or surpassing current applicable ASTM 
standards with harness secured while riding 
anywhere on the competition grounds including 
while practicing, schooling and/or showing. 

See equipment and attire chart in back of Rule Book. See 
Rule SC-160.O.1 regarding use of logos.

Control SC-206
 SC-206., New rule to read: Green Hunter Under Saddle 
(renumber existing SC-206 to SC-207)  
A. �The purpose of green hunter under saddle is to 

allow a horse to compete on an entry-level field with 
horses of the same level of experience.  The green 
hunter under saddle is a stepping-stone to the more 
advanced level of competition with seasoned horses. 
This class should be judged according to the purpose 
of its intent.

B. �Horses must be ridden with the equipment that is 
approved as per APHA equipment rules for hunter 
under saddle.

General Rules and Bylaws
Control AIX		
Article IX, Sec. 5. #3. 
3.  �Provide a minimum of two (2) club approved or 

sponsored shows or trail rides, or APHA-approved 
horse or specialty shows, participate in a parade or an 
equine-related trade show booth, or host a Paint For 
a Day or other APHA-approved program activity.  To 
inquire about what events are approved or to request 
event approval, contact the APHA Regional Club 
Manager.  See Guidelines for Regional Club Sponsored 
APHA Approved Trail Rides on page 281.

Control GR-066.  
GR-066. New B. to read: 
B. �To make a formal complaint concerning 

unsportsmanlike conduct at an APHA-approved 
show, contest or event, such complaint must be in 
writing, signed by the complainant and contain the 
name of the alleged violator and the date, location 
and nature of the violation.  The complaint must be 
received within sixty (60) days of the date the show, 
contest or event was held.

	 1.   �APHA must provide the alleged violator 
with notice of any complaint(s) and copies 
of same.  

General Show and Contest Rules

Control SC-090-1
SC-090.K., New 6 to read:

6.  �����No new shows may be submitted for approval the 
same weekends as Workshop and Convention.  
See SC-090.K for explanation of a “new show.”

Control SC-195
SC-195.   Addition to read:

The following rule change proposals were voted on by the Board of Directors at the APHA Convention, held September 
30–October 2, 2010, in Nashville, Tennessee.  Defeated proposals are NOT included.  All listed proposals were passed for 
inclusion in the 2011 Official APHA Rule Book and will become effective January 1, 2011.  

A 2011 Official APHA Rule Book will be available upon request by the end of December.  If you have a current 
membership and wish to receive a copy of the 2011 Rule Book, please call the Forms Line at (817) 834-2742, ext. 271, to 
request one.

Changes or additions are indicated in bold.  Deletions of a portion of a rule are indicated by a line through the words 
(strikethroughs).  Clarifications to the rules made by the Rules and/or Executive Committee, and/or any fee changes, are 
listed at the end of the rules passed by the directors.  The proposed rule changes and clarifications are also available on the 
APHA website at apha.com/Forms/Rule Books.html.

2011 Rule Changes
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C. �With the exception of eligibility and equipment 
requirements, the same rules apply in green hunter 
under saddle as apply in hunter under saddle.

D. Horses eligible to compete:
1. �Horses that have shown during previous years in 

any recognized equine association in green hunter 
under saddle, Open hunter under saddle, Amateur 
hunter under saddle, Novice Amateur hunter 
under saddle, Youth hunter under saddle or Novice 
Youth hunter under saddle, but have not won 
more than 10 points or a World or Reserve World 
Championship in these classes as of January 1 of 
the current show year. Points from all divisions will 
count and are cumulative in determining eligibility. 

2. � Year-Long Eligibility.  If a horse is considered 
eligible on January 1, it may continue to be shown 
in this class for the calendar year, regardless of 
points earned.

3. ��Once a horse has earned 10 points in green hunter 
under saddle, it will no longer be eligible to 
compete in this class in subsequent years.

E.  �Horses showing in this event may also enter their 
respective hunter under saddle class at the same 
show.  Green hunter under saddle does not count for 
show all-around or high-point awards.

F.  �Points earned in this class will count toward APHA 
Register of Merit, Superior Event and Honor Roll 
awards only.  Points in this class will not count 
toward any other APHA awards including Breeders’ 
Trust payouts.

G. �This class is not intended to be held at the World 
Show.

Control SC-240
SC-240.D.  Addition to read:
D. �HACKAMORE. Junior horses competing in Western 

pleasure, Western horsemanship, reining, working 
cow horse, Western riding and trail being shown in a 
hackamore may be ridden with one or two hands on the 
reins. 

1. �All hackamores will be made of flexible, braided 
rawhide, braided leather, or rope, and will be a 
maximum of 3⁄4 inch (1.9cm) diameter at the cheek. 
The core may be of rawhide or flexible cable. 
There must be a minimum of one finger space 
(approximately 3/4 inch (1.9cm)) 2 finger widths, 
approximately 1 1/2 inch (3.81cm), between the bosal 
and the nose. Absolutely no metal or rigid material 
is allowed under the jaw or on the noseband or 
anywhere on the bridle regardless of how padded 
or covered it is. in connection with the bosal. Bosals 
shall be soft and flexible.  The bosal should be 
properly fitted relative to the horse’s size and 

conformation.  Horse hair bosals are prohibited. A 
hackamore must use a complete mecate rein, which 
must include a tie-rein. This rule does not refer to 
mechanical hackamores.

Control SC-240-1
SC-240.G.  Addition to read:
G. �CHIN STRAPS. Legal chin straps for curb bits may 

be leather, nylon or light chain, must be at least 1/2 

inch (1.27cm) in width and lay flat against the jaw. A 
double chain that is welded together and acts as one 
chain is legal. The judge will have the right to disqualify 
any chin chains or leather straps he feels are too severe. 
When a curb bit is used, a curb strap or curb chain is 
required.

Control SC-240-2
SC-240.C.  Addition to read:
3.  �When using romal reins, the rider’s hand shall be around 

the reins with the wrists kept straight and relaxed, the 
thumb on top of the fingers closed lightly around the 
reins. When using a romal, no fingers between the reins 
are allowed. The free hand may be used to adjust the 
length of rein while working. In reining, (and working 
cow horse (reined work) )use of the free hand while 
holding the romal to alter the tension of length of the 
reins from the bridle to the hand is considered to be 
the use of two hands and a score of 0 will be applied 
except during the hesitation or settling of the horse.  
In all other classes, including the reined portion of 
working cow horse, the free hand may be used to 
adjust the rider’s length of rein.

Control SC-246
SC-246., new rule to read:  Green Western Pleasure
A. �The purpose of green Western pleasure is to allow a 

horse to compete on an entry-level field with horses 
of the same level of experience.  The green Western 
pleasure is a stepping-stone to the more advanced 
level of competition with seasoned horses. This class 
should be judged according to the purpose of its 
intent.

B. �Horses, regardless of their age, may be ridden with 
one hand and a standard Western bit as approved 
by APHA equipment rules or with two hands and 
a snaffle bit or bosal as described under APHA 
equipment rules.

C. �With the exception of eligibility and equipment 
requirements, the same rules apply in green Western 
pleasure as apply in Western pleasure.

D. Horses eligible to compete:
1. �Horses that have shown during previous years in 
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any recognized equine association in green Western 
pleasure, Open Western pleasure, Amateur Western 
pleasure Novice Amateur Western pleasure, Youth 
Western pleasure or Novice Youth Western pleasure, 
but have not won more than 10 points or a World 
or Reserve World Championship in these classes 
as of January 1 of the current show year. Points 
from all divisions will count and are cumulative in 
determining eligibility.

2. �Year-Long Eligibility.  If a horse is considered 
eligible on January 1, it may continue to be shown 
in this class for the calendar year, regardless of 
points earned.

3. �Once a horse has earned 10 points in green Western 
pleasure, it will no longer be eligible to compete in 
this class in subsequent years.

E. � Horses showing in this event may also enter their 
respective Western pleasure class at the same show.  
Green Western pleasure does not count for show all-
around or high-point awards.

F.  �Points earned in this class will count for APHA 
Register of Merit, Superior Event and Honor Roll 
awards only.  Points in this class will not count 
toward any other APHA awards including Breeders’ 
Trust payouts.

G. �This class is not intended to be held at the World 
Show.

Control SC-251
SC-251., new rule to read:   Green Trail
A. ��The purpose of green trail is to allow a horse to 

compete on an entry-level field with horses of the 
same level of experience.  Green trail is a stepping-
stone to the more advanced level of competition 
with seasoned horses. This class should be judged 
according to the purpose of its intent

B. �Green trail will be judged on the performance of the 
horse over obstacles with emphasis on movement, 
smoothness in gaits and transitions and willingness 
to execute the maneuvers with a willing attitude. 
Horses shall be penalized for artificial appearance 
over the obstacles.

C. �The course should be designed for the entry-level 
horse. Ample space should be used to execute the 
obstacles.

D. �Horses, regardless of their age, may be ridden with 
one hand and a standard Western bit as approved 
by APHA equipment rules or with two hands and 
a snaffle bit or bosal as described under APHA 
equipment rules.

E. �With the exception of eligibility and equipment 
requirements, the same rules apply in green trail as 
apply in trail.

F. Horses eligible to compete:
1. �Horses that have shown during previous years in 

any recognized equine association in green trail, 
Open trail, Amateur trail, Novice Amateur trail, 
Youth trail or Novice Youth trail, but have not won 
more than 10 points or a World or Reserve World 
Championship in these classes as of January 1 of 
the current show year. Points from all divisions will 
count and are cumulative in determining eligibility.

2. �Year-Long Eligibility.  If a horse is considered 
eligible on January 1, it may continue to be shown 
in this class for the calendar year, regardless of 
points earned.

3. �Once a horse has earned 10 points in green trail, it 
will no longer be eligible to compete in this class in 
subsequent years.

G.  �Horses showing in this event may also enter their 
respective trail class at the same show.  Green trail 
does not count for show all-around or high-point 
awards.

H.  �Points earned in this class will count toward APHA 
Register of Merit, Superior Event and Honor Roll 
awards only.  Points in this class will not count 
toward any other APHA awards including Breeders’ 
Trust payouts.

I.  �This class is not intended to be held at the World 
Show.

Control SC-256
SC-256., new rule to read:  Green Western Riding
A. �The purpose of green Western riding is to create an 

entry-level division in the Western riding discipline 
that places emphasis on movement and quality of 
lead changes while allowing leniency in assistance 
from the exhibitor, while still rewarding softness and 
willingness.  Credit will be placed on smoothness, 
even cadence of gaits and the horse’s ability to change 
leads precisely, easily and simultaneously, both front 
and hind.

B. �Horses, regardless of their age, may be ridden with 
one hand and a standard Western bit as approved 
by APHA equipment rules or with two hands and 
a snaffle bit or bosal as described under APHA 
equipment rules.

C. �With the exception of eligibility and equipment 
requirements, the same rules apply in green Western 
riding as apply in Western riding.

D. �The patterns must be selected from one of the three 
green Western riding patterns.

E. Horses eligible to compete:
1. �Horses that have shown during previous years in 

any recognized equine association in green Western 
riding, Open Western riding, Amateur Western 
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riding, Novice Amateur Western riding, Youth 
Western riding or Novice Youth Western riding, 
but have not won more than 10 points or a World 
or Reserve World Championship in these classes 
as of January 1 of the current show year. Points 
from all divisions will count and are cumulative in 
determining eligibility.

2. �Year-Long Eligibility.  If a horse is considered 
eligible on January 1, it may continue to be shown 
in this class for the calendar year, regardless of 
points earned.

3. �Once a horse has earned 10 points in green Western 
riding, it will no longer be eligible to compete in 
this class in subsequent years.

F. �Horses showing in this event may also enter their 
respective Western riding class at the same show.  
Green Western riding does not count for show all-
around or high-point awards.

G. �Points earned in this class will count toward APHA 
Register of Merit, Superior Event and Honor Roll 
awards only.  Points in this class will not count 
toward any other APHA awards including Breeders’ 
Trust payouts. 

H. �This class is not intended to be held at the World 
Show.

Control SC-260
SC-260.H. - Reining
6. The inclusion of maneuvers not specified, including, but 
not limited to;

a. Backing more than two strides,
b. �Turning more than 90 degrees. Exception: a complete 

stop in the 1st quarter of a circle after a canter 
departure is not to be considered an inclusion of 
maneuver; a 2-point break of gait penalty will apply.

c.� On run-in patterns, once beginning a canter a 
complete stop prior to reaching the first marker.

13.  �Dropping a rein that contacts the ground while the 
horse is in motion.

Control SC-260-1
SC-260.J. - Reining
3. �On walk-in patterns, cantering prior to reaching the 

center of the arena and/or failure to stop or walk before 
executing a canter departure;

4. �On run-in patterns, failure to be in a canter prior to 
reaching the first marker or break of gait prior to the 
first marker;

Control SC-265
SC-265. Working Cow Horse

(Working Cow Horse Pattern #5)
This pattern works best when the exhibitor and cattle 
enter from the same end of arena.

1. �Start at end of arena. Run past center marker, 
stop, back at least 10 feet.
2. �1/4 turn to left. Complete 2 

circles to left. The first circle 
large and fast, the second 
circle small and slow. Change 
leads at the center of the 
arena.

3. �Complete 2 circles to the 
right. The first circle small and 
slow, the second circle large 
and fast. Change leads at the 
center of the arena.

4. �Continue around end of arena without breaking 
gait or changing leads, run down center of arena 
past end marker, execute a square sliding stop.

5. Complete 3 1/2
 spins to the right.

6. �Rundown center of arena past end marker, 
execute a square sliding stop.

7. �Complete 3 1/2
 spins to the left. Hesitate to 

complete pattern.

Control SC-265-1
SC-265. Working Cow Horse

(Working Cow Horse Pattern #11)
Trot to center of arena, stop. Start pattern facing 
towards judge.

1. �Beginning on the left lead complete 2 circles to 
the left, the first circle large and fast, the second 
circle small and slow.  Change leads at the center 

of the arena.
2. �Complete 2 circles to the 

right, the first large and fast, 
the second small and slow. 
Change leads at the center of 
the arena.

3. �Continue around end of 
arena without breaking gait 
or changing leads, run down 
center of the arena past the 
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end marker, execute a square 
sliding stop.

4. Complete 3 1/2
 spins to the left.

5. �Run down center of arena past end marker, 
execute a square sliding stop.

6. Complete 3 1/2 
spins to the right.

7. �Run down center of arena past center marker, 
execute a square sliding stop. Back at least 10 
feet. Hesitate to complete pattern.

Control SC-265-2
SC-265. Working Cow Horse

Working Cow Horse Pattern #12
Trot to center of arena, stop. Start pattern facing 
towards judge.

1. �Beginning on the right lead complete 2 circles to 
the right, the first circle large and fast, the second 
circle small and slow. Change leads at the center 
of the arena.

2. �Complete 2 circles to the left, the first circle large 
and fast, the second circle small and slow. Change 

leads at the center of the arena.
3. �Continue around end of 

arena without breaking gait 
or changing leads, run down 
center of the arena past the 
end marker, execute a square 
sliding stop.

4. Complete 2 1/2
 spins to the left.

5. �Run down center of arena past 
end marker, execute a square 
sliding stop.

6. Complete 2 1/2
 spins to the right.

7. �Run down center of arena past center marker, 
execute a square sliding stop. Back at least 10 
feet. Hesitate to complete pattern.

Control SC-295
SC-295. C. 2.   Deletion in Pole Bending.
2. �A five second penalty will be allotted for each pole 

knocked over and for each pole touched by rider’s hand.

Control SC-301
SC-301.  Working Ranch Horse Competition
D. Awards and Recognition:

3. ROM and Superior Award.
a. �Horses will receive an ROM certificate when they have 

won at least ten (10) points in the scale of points for 
the Working Ranch Horse competition (see Rule SC-
060.A.).

b. �Horses will receive a Superior Award certificate once 

the horse has won at least fifty (50) points in the 
Working Ranch Horse competition.

c. �These awards cannot be combined with other ROMs 
and Superiors towards any APHA awards.

   3. �Horses earning Working Ranch Horse Competition 
points are eligible for all APHA titles and awards 
including Register of Merit, Superior Event, APHA 
Champion, Supreme Champion, Superior All-
Around, Performance Versatility, Honor Roll, Open 
Top 20 and Zone Top Five.  

RELATED RULES 
SC-015. - APHA Supreme Champion Award
A.4.b.� ���Registers of Merit. And must have earned at least one 

Register of Merit in each of categories II 
through VI and IX of performance events as set 
forth in Rule SC-050.A.3. 

SC-020. APHA Superior All-Around Award
A.2. �Superior Performance Event. Must have one superior 

rating in one performance event, having earned at least 
fifty (50) points in one of the recognized performance 
events excluding Category VIII and IX. See RA-060.F. 
for racing qualifications.

   3. �Register of Merit. Must have earned at least one 
Register of Merit in at least four (4) of the performance 
contest categories specified in Rule SC-050.A.3. 
excluding Category VIII (and IX.)

SC-025. APHA Performance Versatility Award
A. �TITLE. APHA Performance Versatility Horse. To earn 

this award, a horse must have earned five (5) ROMs in at 
least four (4) of the categories and a Superior rating must 
have been earned in one of these categories as found in 
SC-050.A.3., excluding Categories I, VIII (and IX.)

SC-035. APHA Champion Award
B.3. �Performance Points and Categories. That at least 

sixteen (16) of these points have been won in 
performance classes or contests, and with a minimum 
of five (5) points each having been earned in at least 
two (2) different categories only of performance events 
as set forth in Rule SC-050., excluding Categories I, 
VIII (and IX.)

SC-040. APHA Honor Roll Award
C. �TROPHY OR PLAQUE TO CURRENT YEAR’S 

HIGH-POINT EARNER. The horse which earns more 
points during a year than any other horse has earned 
in that event will be the year’s High-Point earner for 
that event and an appropriate trophy or plaque will be 
awarded to the horse’s owner. EXAMPLE: 2010 Honor 
Roll Cutting Horse, or 2010 Honor Roll Western 
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Pleasure Horse. (Exception: Working Ranch Horse 
Competition.)

SC-050. APHA Register of Merit Award
A.3.i.  �Category IX Working Ranch Horse Competition 

(this category eligible for ROM & Superior only).

AM-030. Performance Contest Categories
A.7.  Category VII

a. �Working Ranch Horse (eligible for ROM & Superior 
Event only)

AM-035. �APHA Superior Amateur Champion Award
C.2. �Amateur performance classes specified in Rule AM-

030, excluding category(ies VII and) VIII and Limited 
Working Cow Horse.

    3. �Superior Event. Have earned a Superior in four (4) of 
the categories specified in Rule AM-030, excluding 
category(ies VII and) VIII and Limited Working Cow 
Horse.

    4. �ROM Requirement. Have earned a ROM in four (4) 
of the categories specified in Rule AM-030, excluding 
category(ies VII and) VIII and Limited Working 
Cow Horse, in an event other than that in which the 
qualifying Superiors were won.

AM-040. APHA Amateur Champion Award
C.3. �Performance. That at least sixteen (16) of these points 

have been won in Amateur Performance classes or 
contests, and with a minimum of five (5) points each 
have been earned in at least two (2) categories of 
Amateur performance events and cannot be earned in 
a combination of categories, as set forth in Rule AM-
030. NOTE: Only Categories I through V and VI 
(except Limited Working Cow Horse) will be used for 
tabulation of the sixteen (16) Amateur performance 
points for an Amateur Champion.

    4. �Remaining Points Needed. The remaining eight (8) 
points may be earned in any Amateur events listed in 
Rule AM-030 or AM-090, excluding (VII and) VIII 
and Limited Working Cow Horse.

AM-045. APHA Amateur Performance Versatility Award
C. �ROM. To earn the title of APHA Amateur Performance 

Versatility, five (5) ROMs must have been earned of 
which one ROM must have been earned in at least 
one of the following: Showmanship at Halter, Western 
Horsemanship (Equitation), Hunt Seat Equitation or 
Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences; only one is required, 
but all four may be used for the award. The remaining 
four (4) ROMs may be in any event listed under Rule 
AM-030, excluding those in category (VII and) VIII and 
Limited Working Cow Horse.

AM-060. APHA Amateur Top 20 Awards
B. 2. �Points. Points will be awarded on the same basis used 

in the Open division. See Rule SC-060. Limited 
Working Cow Horse (and Working Ranch Horse) 
points do not count towards this award.

AM-065. APHA Amateur Honor Roll Award
B. 1. �Limited Working Cow Horse (and Working Ranch 

Horse) points do not count towards this award.

AM-070. APHA Amateur Zone Awards
B. 2. �Limited Working Cow Horse (and Working Ranch 

Horse) points do not count towards this award.

AM-250. �Novice Amateur Performance/Equitation 
Categories

A.15. Category XV
a. �Working Ranch Horse (eligible for ROM & Superior 

Event only)

YP-025. Performance Contest Categories
A.7. Category VII

a. �Working Ranch Horse (eligible for ROM & 
SuperiorEvent only)

YP-030. APHA Superior Youth Champion Award
C. 2. �Performance. At least 240 of those points have been 

won in the Youth performance classes specified in 
Rule YP-025, excluding (category VII and) Youth 
Limited Working Cow Horse.

     3. ��Superior Event. Have earned a Superior in four (4) 
of the categories specified in Rule YP-025, excluding 
(category VII and) Youth Limited Working Cow Horse.

     4. �ROM. Have earned a ROM in four of the categories 
specified in Rule YP-025, excluding (category VII 
and) Youth Limited Working Cow Horse, in an event 
other than that in which the qualifying Superiors 
were won.

YP-035. APHA Youth Champion Award
3. �Performance Points. That at least sixteen (16) of these 

points have been won in Youth performance classes or 
contests, and with a minimum of five (5) points each 
having been earned in at least two (2) categories of 
Youth performance events and cannot be earned in a 
combination of categories, as set forth in Rule YP-025. 
Note: Only categories I through V and VI, excluding 
Youth Limited Working Cow Horse, will be used for 
tabulation of the sixteen (16) youth performance points 
for an APHA Youth Champion.

4. �Remaining Points Needed. The remaining eight (8) 
points may be earned in any youth events listed in Rule 
YP-025., excluding (category VII and) Youth Limited 
Working Cow Horse or Youth halter.
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YP-040. APHA Youth Performance Versatility Award
C. �ROM. To earn the title of APHA Youth Performance 

Versatility Award, five ROMs must have been earned in 
the performance events listed in Rule YP-025, excluding 
(category VII and) Youth Limited Cow Horse. One of 
these ROMs must have been earned in Showmanship at 
Halter.

YP-055. APHA Youth Top 20 Award
B. �2. �Points. Points will be awarded on the same basis used 

in the Open division. See Rule SC-060. Points earned 
in events listed in YP-085.B. and YP-090.B.-C., 
excluding Youth Limited Working Cow Horse (and 
Working Ranch Horse), are eligible for this award.

YP-060. APHA Youth Honor Roll Award
C. �AWARD. The Youth in each age group earning the most 

points in each youth event during one calendar year will 
receive an appropriate award. See Rules YP-085.B.1. 
and YP-090.B.-C. and E.-F., with the exclusion of Youth 
Limited Working Cow Horse (and Working Ranch Horse).

YP-065. APHA Youth Zone Award
B. �2. �Eligible Points. Points earned in events listed in YP-

085.B. and YP-090.B.-C., excluding Youth Limited 
Working Cow Horse (and Working Ranch Horse), are 
eligible for this award.

YP-250. Novice Youth Performance/Equitation 
Categories
A.15.   Category XV
	 a. �Working Ranch Horse (eligible for ROM & 

Superior Event only)

Amateur Rules

Control AM-090
AM-090.C.
1. 

d. �Grand and Reserve will be offered if there are three 
horses shown per sex division.  It is mandatory that 
Grand and Reserve Champions be selected in all 
shows; however, APHA will so note the awarding 
of the title on the performance record only when 
at least three horses are exhibited in that sex 
division. 

2. 
g. �Grand and Reserve will be offered if there are three 

horses shown, between the two classes, per sex 
division.  It is mandatory that Grand and Reserve 
Champions be selected in all shows; however, 
APHA will so note the awarding of the title on 
the performance record only when at least three 
horses are exhibited in that sex division. 

3. 
e. �It is mandatory that all approved shows select Grand 

and Reserve Champions in each sex division. See 
Rule SC-065.  APHA will so note the awarding of 
the title of Amateur Grand Champion and Amateur 
Reserve Champion Stallion, Mare and Gelding on 
the performance record only when at least three 
horses are exhibited in that sex division.  Exception:  
AM-090. C. 1. and 2.

Control AM-120
AM-120. Amateur Breakaway Roping
This is a timed event with a one two-minute time limit.

RELATED RULES 
YP-135. Breakaway Roping
	� This is a timed event with a one two-minute time 

limit.

Control AM-125
AM-125. Amateur Goat Tying
E. TIMING. This is a timed event with a one two-minute 
time limit.

RELATED RULES 
YP-140. Goat Tying
E. �This is a timed event with a one two-minute time limit. 

Timing will start when the exhibitor crosses the starting 
line and will stop when the completion of the tie is 
signaled. For time calculations see Rule SC-290.D.5.

Control AM-135
AM-135. Team Roping
B. �Time Limit. For the horse being judged, there is a time 

limit of one two minutes or two loops, whichever comes 
first.

RELATED RULES 
YP-137. Youth Team Roping
A. �TIME LIMIT. Horse being judged. There is a time limit 

of one two minutes or two loops, whichever comes first.

Control AM-250
AM-250. �Novice Amateur Performance/Equitation 

Categories
A. Approved Classes/Categories

12. Category XII
	 �a. (Cutting)
	 a. Working Cow Horse
	 b. �Limited Working Cow Horse (eligible for ROM 

and Superior Event only)
	 c. Team Penning
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	 d. Ranch Sorting
16. Category XVI
	 a. Cutting

RELATED RULES
YP-250 – �Novice Youth Performance/Equitation 

Categories – same changes as above

Control AM-300-2
AM-300.  New Rule to read:  Amateur Walk-Trot 
Division
A. ��ATTIRE AND TACK. Attire and tack must meet the 

standards in Rules SC-235 and SC-240, SC-195.A. 
and SC-200.A.

B. �AGE. This division is for Amateurs 19 and over. 
When an exhibitor enters any of these walk-trot 
classes at a show, he or she may not enter any other 
classes at that show with the exception of halter, 
showmanship, yearling in-hand trail and yearling 
longe line. Exhibitors may compete in more than one 
showmanship class in addition to walk-trot at the 
same show.   

C. �ELIGIBILITY. All participants in this division must 
meet Amateur eligibility as outlined in AM-010, and 
hold a current Amateur card as specified in AM-015, 
which will contain a walk-trot division to be applied 
for annually and will limit the exhibitor to those 
classes only for that calendar year.

D. �OWNERSHIP. All participants in this division must 
meet the ownership requirements as outlined in AM-
020.

E. �POINTS.   Points earned in this class will count 
toward APHA Register of Merit, Superior Event and 
Honor Roll awards only.  Points in this class will 
not count toward any other APHA awards including 
Breeders’ Trust payouts.  

F. CLASSES WHICH MAY BE OFFERED. 
1. �Showmanship. To be judged in the same manner as 

any other showmanship class, but at the walk only.
2. �Western Pleasure. To be judged in the same manner 

as any other Western Pleasure class but omitting 
the lope.

3. �Western Horsemanship. To be judged with a simple 
pattern but omitting the lope. Will not be asked to 
mount or dismount.

4. �Trail. Scored the same as any other trail class but 
omitting the lope. Will not be asked to ground 
tie. A minimum of four and a maximum of six 
obstacles is required.

5. �Hunter Under Saddle. To be judged the same as any 
other Hunter Under Saddle class, but omitting the 
canter or hand gallop.

6. �Hunt Seat Equitation. To be judged with a simple 

pattern but omitting the canter. Will not be asked 
to drop irons, mount or dismount.

G. �This division is not intended for World Show 
competition.

Youth Rules

Control YP-075
YP-075. �A. Recognized Division The APHA recognizes 

the following divisions for youth.  Youth must 
show in the appropriate age division based on 
their age as of January 1 of the current year.  
Any exceptions will be specified in the appropriate 
event.

Control YP-130
YP-130. Tie-Down Roping
E. �JUDGED EVENT. This is a judged event; however, a 

maximum of one two minutes or two loops, whichever 
comes first, will be allowed. If both loops are missed, 
contestant will retire with no score.

CLARIFICATIONS APPROVED BY THE 
EXECUTIVE AND RULES COMMITTEES  
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Replace APHA Position on Animal Welfare with the 
American Horse Council Welfare Code of Practice:

APHA
Welfare Code of Practice

Introduction

American society has grown away from its agrarian roots of 
only a few generations ago.  The horse, which was once a 
staple of American agriculture and general transportation, 
is now used primarily for breeding, competition, sport, 
recreation and entertainment, although there are still many 
horses used for work on farms and ranches, and in urban 
areas and exhibitions.
The horse industry is committed to the safety, health, care 
and welfare of all horses and to always “Put the Horse First.”

We address equine welfare and responsible care (1) by 
supporting a uniform Code of Practice regarding the 
responsible breeding, training, competing, care, use, 
enjoyment, health, transportation, and retirement of horses; 
and (2) by initiating communication with the public, 
the media, federal and state officials and within the horse 
community regarding these issues.
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Our Commitment to all Horses and the Horse Industry  

WE ARE COMMITTED to the principle that the welfare 
and safety of the horse is the guiding principle in the 
decision-making process for all owners, service providers, 
organizations, events and activities.

WE ARE COMMITTED to the dignity, humane care, health, 
safety and welfare of horses in all our activities and care.  
These are our highest priorities.  We are the stewards of our 
horses and must be firm in the standards and practices that 
guide us.  Our first principle is: 

The welfare, safety and stewardship of the horse is the 
guiding principle in the decision-making process for all 
segments for the horse industry.

WE ARE COMMITTED to promoting responsible breeding 
practices and to produce better horses, not just more horses.  

WE ARE COMMITTED to responsible training techniques.  
All training should be done with the maturation and ability 
of the horse considered.  Horses should be prepared for 
competition with proper training and conditioning methods.  
Excessive disciplining methods, whether in stables, training 
areas or during competition, will not be tolerated.  

WE ARE COMMITTED to educating owners, trainers, 
veterinarians, competitors, exhibitors and recreational riders 
to ensure that they know and respect their horse’s abilities 
and limits, and their own, so as to not push the horse or 
themselves beyond their ability level.

WE ARE COMMITTED to making all competitions fair and 
ensuring all competitors an equal opportunity to succeed.   
Performance-enhancing drugs, practices or equipment have 
no place in competitions or exhibitions.  Effective drug 
testing by accredited laboratories is essential to the safety and 
welfare of our horses and the public support of competitions, 
with appropriate penalties levied for violations.  The welfare 
of the horse must take precedence over the demands or 
expectations of owners, breeders, trainers, sellers, buyers, 
organizers, sponsors, officials or spectators.

WE ARE COMMITTED to the welfare of the horse as 
paramount during competition.  The horse industry should 
invest in the infrastructure, environment and facilities to 
provide a safe environment for all horses in all activities, 
whether breeding, competing or simply riding.  Any facilities 
that house horses should be committed to the appropriate 
care and treatment of all horses while in their facility, and 
should be designed with the environment and the intended 
use of the horse in mind.  

 WE ARE COMMITTED to minimizing injuries to horses 
during training, competition, use or work. Whenever possible 
injury data should be collected, documented and reported to 
the governing body of the competition or any other injury 
database for analysis in order to ensure a safer environment.

WE ARE COMMITTED to the continual review, evaluation 
and improvement of all rules, regulations, policies and 
practices in all equine  activities, based on science (where 
indicated).  When warranted, they should be refined or 
changed.  This includes existing practices to ensure they are 
not being perceived as acceptable, particularly if new research 
has called them into question.  

WE ARE COMMITTED to providing continuing 
education on all activities involving horses and eliminate 
inhumane practices as well as strengthening sanctions for 
non-compliance.  

WE ARE COMMITTED to educating all people who own 
or work with horses to ensure they are knowledgeable in the 
proper husbandry, care, and handling of horses.   Each horse 
should be observed frequently to ensure that they are healthy.  
In consultation with a veterinarian, all such individuals 
should develop a sound health care program, appropriate to 
the facilities, environment and needs of the horses.

WE ARE COMMITTED to providing an environment in 
which anyone aware of equine cruelty or neglect is willing 
to report it to the proper local, state or federal authorities.  
Should an incident occur at an event it should be reported to 
judges, stewards, responsible authorities or the sanctioning 
organization.

WE ARE COMMITTED to improving the health and 
welfare of horses through scientific research, collaboration, 
advocacy and the development of appropriate rules.  The 
industry should continue to support and work with the many 
individuals, universities, veterinarians and foundations doing 
and funding equine health and welfare research in order to 
reduce injuries and improve health.

WE ARE COMMITTED to horse owners and caretakers 
ensuring horses in their care are current on vaccinations 
and following best practices to minimize infection and 
disease.     When a disease outbreak occurs horse owners and 
events must act quickly and responsibly, monitor the horses, 
report the outbreak to, and cooperate with, veterinarians, 
authorities, facility management and all stakeholders to bring 
a rapid resolution to the outbreak.

WE ARE COMMITTED to ensuring that our horses will 
have an opportunity to transition to additional careers, uses 
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or activities as the need arises.  When necessary, owners and 
veterinarians may have to consider end-of-life decisions.  The 
welfare, safety and dignity of the horse must continue to be 
the guiding principle in deciding how and when to provide 
a humane death.     

WE ARE COMMITTED to being transparent about our 
activities in order to ensure the public, the media, federal, 
state and local officials and the various segments of the 
horse community understand what we do, why we do it and 
support it.

Glossary add PSSM. 
Polysaccharide Storage Myopathy (PSSM) A genetic 
disorder characterized by excessive and abnormal storage 
of sugar (polysaccharide) in muscle cells.  Horses with 
PSSM have signs typically associated with tying-up.  These 
signs are most commonly muscle stiffness, sweating, and 
reluctance to move. Vital organs are affected in many 
cases.  Severe cases can lead to collapse and/or death.  
Arrangements for testing can be made by contacting UC 
-Davis.  

HERDA/NC addition:
Arrangements for testing can be made by contacting 
UC-Davis.  

Article II, Sec. 2
The regular annual meeting of the membership shall be 
held at such time and place as may be fixed by resolution 
of the membership.  Notice of the annual meeting shall be 
published in the Paint Horse Journal.

Article III, Sec. 1. F.  Change “publicly announce” to 
publish.

Article III, Sec. 1, G. 2.  Alternates will be appointed to 
standing committees with full voting privileges therein, but 
would only have director voting privileges in the absence of 
an elected director or an appointee to replace a director 
vacancy from their Representative Area.
Article III, Sec. 10.  ..any intention to revise or amend has 
been published in the Paint Horse Journal at least thirty days 
in advance of that meeting.  
	
Article IV, Sec. 1. A.  The president shall appoint and 
publicly announce a Nominating Committee for Officers 
and the Executive Committee, which must be comprised of 
elected Directors or Directors-at-Large, by May  March 1, of 
the election year.  Their nominations…

Article IX, Sec. 4. B.  No club shall receive final approval 
until thirty (30) days after the name and location of the 
proposed club has been published.

GR-005. B.  The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of each 
committee shall be appointed annually and a listing of all 
committee members shall be published in the Paint Horse 
Journal Connection as soon as possible after the annual 
meeting.  The chairperson shall only vote in the case of a tie.

GR-010. A. An APHA member, a standing committee, the 
Board of Directors, the Executive Committee or the APHA 
staff may propose a Rule Book change.   …  Any registration 
rule change or amendment must “grandfather in” all foals 
horses bred during the calendar year immediately prior to 
the effective date of the new rule or amendment, pursuant 
to the registration rules in effect when the foals horses were 
bred…

GR-010. A. 7. delete “in the Paint Horse Journal”

GR-010. A. 8. delete “..it will then be placed in the first 
possible issue of the Paint Horse Journal and change to “it will 
then be published.”

GR-060. A. delete  “…the name of the member or non-
member may be published in the Paint Horse Journal 
beginning with the next available issue from date of 
suspension.”   Change to: “the name of the member or non-
member may be published as soon as practical after the 
date of suspension.” 

GR-070. E.  new 3.  See also SC-085. L. regarding 
temporary show suspensions.

GR-070. F. 2.  That person shall not be eligible to hold 
approved judges’ credentials, or serve as an APHA officer, 
Executive Committee member or serve on the Board of 
Directors, or hold any other Association accreditation.

GR-070. G.  When a member is disciplined, suspended, 
expelled or fined, or a non-member is denied membership 
privileges, or when a member or non-member is temporarily 
suspended by the Executive Director, pending hearing, the 
name and address of such member or non-member may 
be published in the Paint Horse Journal and/or published 
utilizing electronic media.

GR-070. J.  In the event any disciplinary action is taken 
against a member or non-member, publication of the action 
shall be made as soon as practical in the Paint Horse Journal 
and on the APHA website.  Said publication shall include 
rule number violated for disciplinary action to have been 
assessed.

GR-070. K.  On or after such time as any person has been 
suspended From date any person has been suspended until 
reinstatement…
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GR-070. K. 1.  That person shall not participate, and shall 
be ineligible to participate, in any APHA-approved event.  
Nor shall such person be eligible to hold approved judge’s 
credentials and may not serve as an officer, Executive 
Committee member or director of the APHA while on 
suspension, or hold any other Association accreditation.

RG-030.  A.  new 1, was clarified to read:
1. If a registered horse’s ownership is to be transferred, 
the new owner (buyer) must have a current membership 
in the same exact name, or a non-member fee will be 
charged.

RG-105. B. 2.  
2. The record owner of the stallion may authorize 
individuals other than himself on the stallion listing 
form, and indicate whether they may sign stallion reports 
and/or breeder’s certificates (or release them online.)  
This identification…stud book.
New 3.  The authorizations indicated at the bottom of the 
stallion listing form will remain in effect until canceled 
in writing by the stallion owner or until the stallion is 
transferred to a new owner.  
4. If the stallion is transferred…for which there is no 
additional charge.  Add reference in this rule and RG-035. E.

SC-090. K. new 6:  
6.  No new shows may be submitted for approval the same 
weekends as Workshop and Convention (in the U.S. or 
Canada.)    See SC-090. K. for explanation of a “new show.”    
(Exception:  Zone 12, 13 and 14.)

SC-175. E.  Change to read:
E.  SPLITTING AND COMBINING CLASSES.  Show 
management may combine or split age groups as justified 
by entries if there is unanimous consent of all involved 
exhibitors; however, if one division is not a point-earning 
class, then show management may combine age groups, 
without unanimous consent of all exhibitors, in order to 
make the division a point-earning class.
1. Reletter existing E. as a new 1.  CANNOT COMBINE 
NON-POINT AND POINT EARNING AGE HORSES.  
Halter classes may be combined using point-earning age 
horses of the same sex.  No halter class can be combined 
using a non-point earning age horse with point-earning 
age horses except in Solid Paint-Bred/Breeding Stock halter 
classes.

SC-175. M. 1.  
1. Class open to all Regular Registry horses, one year and 
older all ages (except weanlings), all sexes.  Points in this class 
will be applied toward an ROM or Superior and Breeders’ 
Trust payouts.  Points in this class will not count toward an 

APHA Championship or any other APHA awards including 
Breeders’ Trust payouts.

SC-191. A.  Addition to read:
A. Class is limited to yearlings.  Exception:  Zone 12, two-
year-olds may also be exhibited.  Points in this class…

SC-192.  Addition to read:
Class is limited to yearlings.  Exception:  Zone 12, two-
year-olds may also be exhibited.  Points in this class…

SC-192. Yearling In-Hand Trail
F.  Obstacle Requirements.
Add metric measurements.

SC-215. Working Hunter
E. SCORING.
1. Judging. Horses shall be judged on manners, way of 
going and style of jumping. Horses shall be credited with 
maintaining an even hunting pace that covers the course with 
free-flowing strides. Preference will be given to horses with 
correct jumping style. 
2. Scoring. Horses shall be scored either by traditional symbol 
system or by breed numeric standard. In either case, scoring 
shall be from 0-100 and 70 shall be considered average. 
3. When using the traditional symbol system, scoring shall 
be on a basis of 0-100 with an approximate breakdown 
as follows:

a. 90-100: An excellent performer and good mover 
that jumps the entire course with cadence, balance and 
style.
b. 80-89: A good performer that jumps all fences 
reasonably well, an excellent performer that commits 
one or two minor faults.
c. 70-79: The average, fair mover that makes no serious 
faults, but lacks the style cadence and good balance of 
the scopier horses; the good performer that makes a 
few minor faults.
d. 60-69: Poor movers that make minor mistakes; cross 
canter, fair or average movers that have one or two poor 
fences but no major faults or disobediences.
e. 50-59: A horse that commits one major fault, refusal, 
trot or drops a leg.
f. 30-49: A horse that commits two or more major 
faults, including front or hind knock downs and 
refusals, or jumps in a manner that otherwise endangers 
the horse and/or rider.
g. 10-29: A horse that avoids elimination but jumps in 
such an unsafe and dangerous manner as to preclude 
a higher score.

4. When using the breed numeric standard, each fence 
shall be scored in ½ point increments from -2 to +2 with -2 
denoting an extremely poor quality performance at a jump 
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and +2 denoting excellent quality at a jump. “0” will be 
considered an “average”, safe, correct jump. When using the 
breed numeric system, the following penalties shall apply (as 
well as evaluation of fence by score).

a. Penalties. In using the breed numeric standard, the 
following penalties shall be applied in evaluating major 
and minor faults. This numeric system shall also apply 
to the scoring of Equitation Over Fences for Youth and 
Amateur.
b. Penalty… 
c. Further considerations for each fence shall receive a 
Quality/Style Rating.
d. Raising Score - Even stride; cadence; quality leading; 
following 2 strides; attentive look; soft in bridle; quality 
shape; easy way of going.
e.  Lowering Score - Uneven steps; crowding; launching; 
sour look; pulling; lugging bridle; lack of quality over 
fence.

		
SC-285. I.2.a.   Addition to read:
I.  HEELING SUGGESTED SCORING GUIDELINES

a.  Three (3) Point.			 
1.  A three-loop run (includes headloop).		
		

AM-020. A.2., Ownership
2. Horses Owned in Partnership or Jointly. Horses whose 
current recorded ownership is in a partnership or jointly 
owned by any person other than those listed above are not 
eligible for participation in APHA-approved Amateur classes, 
for APHA Amateur points, and/or APHA Amateur awards. 
The Amateur exhibitor must be related to each name 
listed on the horse’s registration certificate and/or every 
owner of the farm/business/partnership to be eligible to 
participate in APHA-approved Amateur/Novice Amateur 
classes.

YP-015.A.,  Ownership
A. ELIGIBILITY. A horse exhibited in Youth classes does 
not have to be owned by the contestant showing the horse, 
however, in order to be eligible for the various APHA points, 
titles and awards and for exhibiting at shows sponsored by the 
APHA (i.e.,World Show), the horse must be owned by the 
Youth and/or the youth’s family (mother, father, stepparent, 
brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, half-
sister, aunt, uncle, nephew, niece, in-law (brother, sister), 
legal guardian, grandparent or step-grandparent), family 
owned corporation, ranch or farm. Exception: Lead Line or 
Walk-Trot classes. See Rule GR-020.K.1. and RG-035.B.1 
regarding legal guardianship.
1.  Points earned by individuals showing horses not 
owned as described in YP-015.A., will be recorded by the 
APHA and will count only for the purpose of determining 
towards Novice Youth eligibility.

2.  Horses Under Lease. Horses under lease to, but not 
owned by any of the above named persons, do not qualify 
for the APHA Youth points and/or awards.  
3. Horses Owned In Partnership. Horses owned in 
partnership or jointly with any person other than those listed 
above are not eligible for APHA Youth points or awards. 
Points earned by individuals showing horses not owned 
as described in YP-015.A., will be recorded by the APHA 
and will count towards Novice Youth eligibility.
To be eligible to earn APHA points, the Youth exhibitor 
must be related to each name listed on the horse’s 
registration certificate and/or every owner of the farm/
business/partnership.
4.  Horses Registered In The Name Of A Non-Family 
Owned Farm Or Ranch. Horses registered in the name of a 
farm or ranch other than the youth’s family as listed above are 
not eligible for APHA Youth points or awards.

YP-100. Showmanship at Halter
A. ATTIRE.
1. Suitable Western attire should be worn as outlined by Rule 
SC-235.A.  Exception: Spurs, chinks or chaps must not be 
worn.

YP-205. A.1.a. and d., Novice Youth Eligibility
a. To be eligible for Novice Youth status in a category the 
applicant cannot have earned twenty (20) performance 
points (Open and/or Youth combined, excluding Walk-Trot 
and Lead Line) in that category in any recognized equine 
association including, but not limited to APHA, AQHA, 
ApHC, IBHA, PHBA, PtHA, AHA, AMHA, ABRA and 
POA. Points earned by individuals showing horses not 
owned as described in YP-015.A., will be recorded by the 
APHA and will count only for the purpose of determining 
towards Novice Youth eligibility.
d. To be eligible for Novice Youth status in a category, the 
applicant cannot have won a World Champion or Reserve 
World Champion title (excluding Walk-Trot and Lead 
Line) in any recognized equine association, including but 
not limited to APHA, AQHA, ApHC, IBHA, PHBA, PtHA, 
AHA, AMHA, ABRA and POA.

Reorganize and renumber sections, as well as update related 
rule references:

YP-205. Novice Youth Eligibility

YP-210 255. Novice Youth Card Application or Renewal

YP-215 250. Novice Youth Performance/Equitation 
Categories

YP-220 215. Novice Youth Titles and Awards
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YP-221 220. APHA Novice Youth Register of Merit 
Award

YP-222 221. Novice Youth Rookie of the Year Award

YP-245. General Show Rules

AjPHA Bylaws

AjPHA  Article III, Sec. 5.  d.  The AjPHA membership 
will be sent information for online voting.  Voting will 
end February 28.  Election results will be printed in the 
Paint Horse Journal.  Write-in candidates will be accepted in 
addition to those nominated.  Those who are elected must be 
17 or under at the time they take office.

AjPHA Article III, Sec. 5. d. delete “in the Paint Horse 
Journal” and change “will be printed” to “will be published.

AjPHA Article III, Sec. 8. A. delete “or by publication in the 
Paint Horse Journal” and change to “or publicized to each 
member of the Board of Directors… 

AjPHA  Article IV,  Section3.   Election Procedure of 
the AjPHA Committee.  The Executive Committee of the 
AjPHA will be elected by a simple majority of the National 
Director Votes through the online voting process.  Results 
of the election will be announced at the annual AjPHA 
Convention.
Elections for each position will be held individually starting 
with the office of president.  The AjPHA executive committee 
will be elected at the annual board of directors meeting held 
during the AjPHA convention.  All director present will 
be eligible to vote.  The officers of the AjPHA executive 
committee will be elected from the zones that are represented.  
Each Zone may have no more than two representatives…

Ride America:
Earn double hours by riding on government owned 
land, i.e. national and state parks, grasslands, BLM or 
conservation land, historic areas (as recognized by the U.S. 
or Canadian National Parks Service), etc. or by participating 
in an Official APHA Trail Ride (2 hours of credit for every 
hour ridden).

APHA World Show Qualification by Participation 
Guidelines
Regional Clubs are the heart of the APHA, and support of 
these grassroots clubs is vital to the growth of the Paint Horse 
industry. APHA’s qualifying is strictly participation-based, 
and on the horse only. 

Qualification Criteria:
1. All horses (Regular Registry and Solid Paint-Bred) must 
qualify to participate at the World Championship Paint 
Horse Shows.  (See #5 for exceptions.)  In order to qualify to 
compete at each World Show, all horses must compete at four 
(4) different APHA-approved show events, with a minimum 
of eight (8) judges total during the qualifying period.  Horses 
may be shown in any state to qualify, regardless of residence, 
to qualify—participation is the key.  

Example:  A two-day, two-judge show held Saturday and 
Sunday counts as one show event.  A four-judge POR counts 
as one show event.  Two back-to-back two-judge shows count 
as two events total.  In each case, the number of judges may 
be counted towards the minimum judge requirement.  

Special events held with APHA dual-approval (i.e. an NRHA 
reining with APHA dual-approval or NSBA classes with 
APHA dual-approval, etc.) count toward the qualification 
requirements. Paint Alternative Competition-approved 
events do not count toward qualification.  The World Shows 
do not count toward qualification.  

Note: All owners must be APHA members at the time of 
the show in order for that show to count towards the show 
requirement for qualification.

2. Qualification period:
a. Youth World Show (Summer)—qualifying period is 
from April 1 through March 31 of the World Show year.
b. Open/Amateur (Fall) World Show—qualifying period 
is from August 1 through July 31 of the World Show year.

3. Horses are not required to qualify in specific events in any 
division. Any qualified horse may be shown in any class at 
the World Show in any division in which they are eligible. 
Horses will show in their appropriate age division at the 
World Shows, regardless of the qualifying division.
4. Exhibitors are not required to qualify.  Any exhibitor may 
show any qualified horse in any class at the World Show in 
any division.  Amateur and Youth eligibility and ownership 
rules apply.
5. Horses being shown only in the following classes are not 
required to qualify due to time restraints and age of horse.

• Weanling halter 
• Yearling halter
• Yearling Longe Line and Yearling In-Hand Trail
• Two-year-old performance classes 
• Three-year-old performance classes 

Note: Additional exceptions will be determined by zone, 
based on classes not offered during the qualifying year in the 
owner’s zone. Exemption will be granted to horses whose 
owners reside in that zone only in the classes that were not 
held. If a horse is qualified by the exemption, the horse must 
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be entered in that class to be eligible to compete at the World 
Show. Example: roping, cutting, over fences, etc. in certain 
areas.
6. Specialty classes (including Youth Lead Line, Parents 
Western Pleasure, Challenge, Sweepstakes, Slots and futurity 
classes) do not require horse qualification to enter; although 
if regular classes are also to be entered, then the horse must 
qualify.  
7. At no time will the number of points or lack thereof 
be considered for qualification.  Participation at APHA-
approved shows is the only basis for qualification.

Additional questions about the participation-based World 
Show qualifying can be directed to the APHA Performance 
Department at (817) 834-2742, extension 773.
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